
 

 
 

 
 
 

The following is an example letter from a recognized Firewise Community in 
Ventura City announcing their recognition and actions residents may take. It is 
meant to be used as an example for other communities to tailor to their own 
communities. Some information is redacted for privacy purposes, highlighted 

items are added by VRFSC as disclaimers. 
 

 

See other examples like this at 
https://venturafiresafe.org/firewiseusa/#active-sites. 
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 Lincoln to Hall Hillside Community  

Hello Neighbor, 

The Thomas Fire of December 2017 made us all on the hillsides aware of the threat and speed of wildfires. We are 

cautioned now that, “It’s not If, but when” when it comes to the next one. We need to be prepared as a community. 

We are a group of your neighbors who have volunteered and successfully completed the requirements for a 

nationally-recognized “Firewise Community” to do just that. Our Lincoln to Hall (L2H) Hillside Firewise Community spans 

from Lincoln Drive to Hall Canyon, west to east, and the wildland hillside to Poli St. from north to south. Our area has been 

designated a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone by the California Department of Forestry and Protection (Cal Fire).  

Our purpose is to inform and assist homeowners in reducing flammable vegetation on their properties and making 

structural modifications to their homes (home hardening) in order to minimize life and property damage in the event of a 

wildfire. A community-wide effort will make the difference in defending each home from wildfire. 

Taking low-cost actions IN ADVANCE will make a huge difference in reducing your home’s wildfire risk! 

Burning embers are the biggest cause of home ignition during wildfires, traveling miles and landing on nearby vegetation. 

Research from recent major wildfires compiled by the Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS) discovered 

that removing vegetation and combustibles within 0-5 ft. of homes and decks, called Zone 0, creates a buffer zone that 

nearly doubles a structure’s survivability from ember-ignited fires. Ventura County Fire Department (VCFD) currently 

requests that all new structures be built with a non-combustible Zone 0, and for vegetation around existing structures be 

kept at least 12 in. from homes and decks. When home hardening is added to vegetation reduction, you can achieve up to 

75% reduction in your property’s wildfire risk rate (IBHS CIPR Wildfire Mitigation Report 2020).  For updates on statewide 

legislation, visit the Board of Forestry's website: bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2.  

We have worked with the Ventura Regional Firesafe Council (VRFSC) to help us become a recognized Firewise Community 

by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and Cal Fire.  This official recognition allows us to access additional 

resources and to reap possible future benefits such as lower homeowner insurance costs if enough homes in our 

neighborhood become hardened. 

We encourage you to learn what actions to take by signing up for VRFSC’s free, confidential Home Wildfire Risk 

Assessment. Use the QR code on the attached flyer or go to www.venturafiresafe.org/home-wildfire-assessments. 

On the back of this page is an abbreviated checklist of action items you can do NOW to reduce your wildfire risk.  We have 

separated out those items that you can do yourself and are low cost from those items that are higher in cost.  Even doing 

just the low-cost items would make a huge difference in reducing your own and your neighbors’ fire risk. 

For more information, go to the L2H website at www.bit.ly/L2HFirewise. For questions, email us  at 

Lincoln2Hall.Firewise@gmail.com. 

Your Volunteer L2H Board, 

 

Bob Chianese, Naz Madaen, Elaine Nesterick, Nate Rott and Bill Saleebey 
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Your Personal Firewise Checklist 

Check Off Items Already Completed and as You Complete Them to Greatly Reduce Your Wildfire Risk 

Note on sustainable landscaping: where possible, choose permeable hardscape such as pebbles, decomposed granite, 

permeable pavers, etc. to replenish our groundwater. Also plant natives and pollinator-friendly plants beyond Zone 0 (5ft). 

Disclaimer for Firewise Communities: Standards and requirements are often updated and may change 

based on your local jurisdiction; check their websites for the most up-to-date regulations. 
 

VEGETATION REDUCTION ACTIONS​ ​ ​ HOME HARDENING ACTIONS 

DIY/Low-Cost Items 

 

​ Remove mulch and wood chips within 5 feet of your 

home (VCFD 515).  

​ Remove vegetation that contacts structures within a 

minimum of 12 inches or 1x the height of the plant, 

whichever is greater (VCFD 515).  

​ Remove debris from roofs and rain gutters (VCFD 515). 

​ Remove vegetation, firewood and other combustibles 

from on top and under decks (VCFD 515). 

​ Trim trees at least 3 feet, ideally 10 feet, from sides of 

buildings, roof overhangs and roof edges (FHRP). 

​ Remove “dead and dying wood, leaves, dried palm 

fronds and limbs” from trees and plants (VCFD 515). 

​ Trim branches and leaves on trees to 6 vertical feet of 

clearance (or 1/3 the tree height, whichever is less) 

from the ground or underlying vegetation (VCFD 515). 

​ Store combustible furniture, cushions, doormats, 

awnings and umbrellas away from your home when not 

in use, while on vacation, during red flag warnings and 

before evacuation (IBHS). 

​ Clear vegetation and obstruction within 3 feet of any 

fire hydrant (FHRP). 

 

Moderate to High-Cost items (do when you can) 
 

​ For all new buildings or additions to buildings, create a 

combustible-free 5-foot buffer zone (Zone 0) around 

your home by removing all vegetation and combustibles 

(VCFD 515). 

 

DIY/Low-Cost Items 
 

​ Install ember-resistant screens on vents (1/8” metal 
mesh or smaller) and add a spark arrestor on chimney 
openings (CAL FIRE). 

​ Replace or remove wood or plastic fences and gates 
that are attached within 5 feet of your house with 
noncombustible material (VCFD 515). 

​ Install 6” metal flashings wherever there is contact 
between combustible structures such as wood decks 
and the walls of your house or garage (IBHS). 

​ Seal any open spaces on walls and under and around 
garage doors with weatherstripping (CAL FIRE). 

​ Close gaps and other openings on your roof (CAL FIRE). 

 

Moderate to High-Cost items (do when you can) 
 

​ Replace non-metal gutters with metal gutters (CAL 
FIRE). 

​ Install a Class A-rated roof such as metal, tile, concrete 
or asphalt fiberglass composition shingles (IBHS). 

​ Enclose deck and stairs with ⅛ in. or smaller mesh 
screening or boxed with noncombustible material 
(IBHS). 

​ Replace the bottom 6 inches of wood or vinyl on your 
house with non-combustible materials such as fiber 
cement, stucco, brick or stone (CAL FIRE). 

​ Enclose open eaves with noncombustible soffit 
material (CAL FIRE). 

​ Replace single-paned windows with multi-paned, 
tempered glass (CAL FIRE). 

 

  These are recommendations put forth by the Lincoln to Hall Hillside Firewise Community Board. All recommendations come 

from the following sources: CAL FIRE Low Cost Retrofit List, Ventura City Fire Hazard Reduction Guidelines (FHRP), Ventura 

County Fire Department Standard 515, & IBHS Wildfire Retrofit Guide. 
 

RECORD YOUR WORK! When you take one or more of the above actions, record your DIY hours and dollar investments at 

www.bit.ly/L2HFirewise to help us maintain our good standing as a nationally-recognized Firewise Community. 
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